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H ailed by critics for her remarkable technique, tonal beauty, and insightful musicianship, Angela Cheng is one of Canada's most 
distinguished and respected pianists. Among her numerous 
honors are a gold medal from the 1986 Arthur Rubinstein International 
Piano Master Competition , the distinction of being the first Canadian to 
win the prestigious Montreal International Music Competition ( 1988), a 
coveted Career Development Grant from the Canada Council (1988), and 
a medal of excellence from the Mozarteum in Salzburg for her outstand-
ing interpretations of Mozart ( 1991 ) . 
Born in Hong Kong and now a Canadian citizen, Angela Cheng received 
her bachelor of music degree from the Juilliard School and her master 
of music degree from Indiana University Bloomington , where she 
studied with Menahem Pressler. She has performed with every major 
orchestra in Canada and with the Israel Philharmonic. In the United 
States Cheng has appeared as soloist with the symphony orchestras 
of Boston, St. Louis, Indianapolis, New Orleans, Honolulu , Utah, and 
Colorado, among many others. An avid recitalist and chamber music 
collaborator, she has performed in London and Salzburg as well as in 
the United States and Canada . Now an associate professor of piano at 
the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music, Cheng was formerly on the 
faculty at the University of Colorado at Boulder. 
Angela Cheng 's debut recording of Mozart 's Piano Concerti nos. 9 and 
I 7, with Mario Bernardi and the CBC Vancouver Orchestra, garnered 
outstanding reviews. Her elegant keyboard artistry is also on display 
on her discs Piano Music of Clara and Robert Schumann and Nights in the 
Gardens of Spain, the latter with Hans Graf and the Calgary Philharmonic 
Orchestra . 
In addition to performing tonight, Angela Cheng gave a piano master 
class for Ithaca College students. 
ANGELA CHENG 




Gaspard de la nuit ( 1908) 
Ondine. Lent 
Le gibet. Tres lent 
Scarbo. Modere 
Intermission 
Chaconne in D Minor 
PIANIST 
from Partita, no. 2, for 
Unaccompanied Violin, BWV 1004 
Sonata no. 2 in D Minor, op. 14 
Allegro ma non troppo 
Scherzo: Allegro marcato 
Andante 
Vivace 




Johann Sebastian Bach 
( 1685-1 750) 




Angela Cheng is represented by Micha l Schm idt Artists International. Inc. 
THE RACHEL S. THALER CONCERT PIANIST SERIES was established at 
Ithaca College in 1991 in honor of Rachel Thaler. 
A native Ithacan and talented pianist, Rachel Thaler attended the 
Ithaca public schools and graduated from Ithaca High School. She 
was awarded a scholarship to attend the Ithaca Conservatory of 
Music, but her father's unexpected death shortly before classes 
began required her to change her plan and step in to manage the 
family's furniture business. 
Although she was never able to formally pursue her studies at the 
conservatory, Mrs. Thaler saw to it that her two sons and six 
grandchildren all had the opportunity to play musical instruments. 
Her love of music has remained strong, as has her attachment to 
Ithaca College. Both she and her husband, Louis K. Thaler, were 
devoted supporters of the Friends of Ithaca College and members 
of the Tower Club for many years. 
In addition to her musical skill, Rachel Thaler is a talented artist. 
She works with needle painting, an ancient Chinese technique that 
uses pieces of colored thread rather than paint to create the image. 
Her work has been exhibited at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
and in Rochester and Syracuse, and her technique has been featured 
in a video produced by the New York State Council on the Arts. 
In endowing the concert series, Manley H. Thaler said, "My mother 
has always had an affinity for music. We wanted to do something in 
her honor during her lifetime. Because of her interest in Ithaca College 
and its outstanding music program, it was clear that the endowment 
fund should be created here." 
